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Promoting Indigenous Languages 

in Early Learning and Child Care
Practices and Activities to 

Foster Indigenous Language 

Development

� Children learn language best in a language-

 rich environment. 

� Early learning and child care practitioners 

 should fi nd out what languages are spoken 

 at home so that they are aware of how much 

 the child has been exposed to her Indigenous 

 language. It is important to note that not all 

 parents are fl uent in their Indigenous 

 language. 

� Communicate with families in their 

 preferred language. 

� Involve parents and promote family 

 participation in language-based activities 

 in the early learning and child care setting 

 so that they will understand the methods 

 used to encourage acquisition of the 

 Indigenous language, and may decide to 

 adapt them in the home environment.

� Mixing languages is a normal part of 

 language development for many children 

 who are learning two languages. Children 

 learning a second language should be 

 encouraged to experiment. 

Opportunities to use Indigenous 

languages:

� Try to use Indigenous language throughout 

 the day in your program, rather than 

 just during a particular activity. Speak the 

 Indigenous language during routines and 

 transitions.

� Use some phrases in Indigenous language 

 with each new activity that is planned.

� Learning songs is a fun way to become 

 comfortable with the sounds and 

 pronunciation of words.

� Play traditional games and make traditional 

 crafts to hear and use the Indigenous words 

 associated with these activities.

� Model language use through storytelling and 

 recounting legends.

� Organize activities that allow children to 

 explore nature and to use Indigenous words 

 to describe the things they observe.

� Bring photos of cultural activities and 

 community events to circle time and 

 discuss what is happening in them.

� Children learn best by building on familiar 

 experiences, so help them name their clothes, 

 and talk with them about toys, other familiar 

 objects and daily activities. Try not to just 

 name objects for the children, but instead 

 encourage an exchange by asking them to 

 say what they think the object is called, or 

 to talk about what it is used for.

� Ask children to use Indigenous words 

 to describe how they are moving during a 

 physical activity, e.g. moving quickly like a 

 rabbit, slowly like a turtle, or slithering like 

 a snake.

� Explore the senses. Using the Indigenous 

 language, talk about how things look, feel, 

 smell, taste, and sound.

� Identify play areas and materials in 

 Indigenous languages to expose children 

 to the written form of the languages.

� Provide books written in Indigenous 

 languages.

� Ask parents to provide some family 

 photographs and then ask the children to talk 

 about what is happening in the photographs, 

 using their Indigenous language. Write 

 down what they say so that you create a 

 personalized book together.

� Younger children look up to older children, 

 so ask older children to tell stories to 

 the younger ones in order to model using 

 Indigenous language.

� Serve traditional foods so that children 

 have the opportunity to hear and use the 

 names of these foods.

� Invite guests from the community who 

 can speak to the children in their 

 Indigenous languages. They can present 

 cultural activities to the children such as 

 traditional dance and dress, games, crafts, 

 and stories that will capture the children’s 

 attention, model language use, and help to 

 promote cultural awareness.
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Learning a language is essential for all children’s optimal 

development, as it helps them to communicate, express 

themselves and acquire knowledge. Learning their Indigenous 

language allows children to participate and grow within their 

culture, and to develop a positive sense of cultural identity.


